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Commander’s Comments

| hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving surrounded by family, friends, and good
As we move into the Christmas season, let us continue to embrace one another—whether we k

each other well or are meeting for the first time. This time of year can be especially difficult for many .r
veterans and families of veterans, and a simple act of kindness or connection can make all the

difference.

| also want to extend a huge thank you to Ron Miller and Don Skow for their dedicated, hands-on
contributions to our recent roof replacement. Your deep knowledge of the building’s history and your
willingness to step in made all the difference. Without your guidance, we could have found ourselves
lost, and the project may have taken far more time than we could afford. Thank you both for your
commitment, expertise, and support.

In Early November, we hosted our annual Pat Silovich Brewfest and Chili Cook-Off 4th of July
Fundraiser. It was a true blessing to see so many members of the Silovich family in attendance, sharing
beers, enjoying chili, and, most importantly, celebrating the memories that continue to bring us together.
Their presence reminded us of the heart and history behind this beloved event, and we are grateful to
everyone who came out to support it.

We have several upcoming opportunities to gather, volunteer, and take part in some of our cherished
annual traditions:

* Kids Christmas Party — Hall D, 10:00 AM-1:00 PM
Join us for a joyful morning as we celebrate the season with our youngest community members.
Volunteers are welcome to help serve breakfast, play games, and spread holiday cheer.

*  Christmas Caroling — Various Dates
Let’s spread some holiday joy and bring Christmas spirit to our community’s homebound veterans.
Your voice and presence can make this season a little brighter for those who can’t get out to
celebrate. Stay connected through our Facebook page or our website for specific dates, times, and
locations.

* Annual Tom & Jerrys and Peppermint Patties — Christmas Eve, 1:00-3:00 PM
One of our favorite traditions returns again this year. Stop in for complimentary warm cups of joy—
Tom & Jerrys and peppermint patties—while enjoying good conversations, laughter, and
camaraderie.

As always, thank you for your continued support, kindness, and dedication to our community. Let’s
make this holiday season meaningful for all.

Ashley Venburg-Buschette Post 225 Commander
Forest Lake American Legion Post 225

Fireworks Co-Chair

651-464-2600 (w) | 651-283-2354 (c)

355 West Broadway Ave

Forest Lake MN 55025

Don't count your days - Make your days count
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Forest Lake Unit 225 Auxiliary Highlights

Membership and Meetings
The Forest Lake Unit 225 Auxiliary meeting was informational in November. We greeted two guests from the 3" District, Darlene
Wondra a Past Department President and Ann Bovy who is currently serving as 3™ District President.

New Events and Fundraisers

Laureen gave a report on December’s Christmas plans for the Hastings Veterans Home. We once again have adopted 4
residents which we will be sending gifts to be for their Christmas Party. Thank you to Laureen and her group of members
helping.

Reports from Judy Hanna and Sherri Neville on their attendance at Fall Conference and the National Mission Training. They
both came back excited with new ideas to help us educate our members and work the mission.

December Upcoming Events
Hometown Holiday

The Forest Lake Chamber Event will be on December 5" at the Lakeshore, the same as last year. Sons of the
American-Legion, Auxiliary and American Legion members will be helping during the event from 4 PM to 6:30 PM.

Shop ‘til’ You Drop Event

On December 5" and 6" we will be preparing Hall A for our annual Shop ‘til You Drop Craft Show and Holiday Bake Sale.
Baked good can be dropped off on Friday afternoon in.the Conference Room and before 9:00 AM on Saturday Morning. The
Craft show and Bake Sale will run from'9AM until 3PM on Saturday the 6.

Children’s Christmas Party

The Children’s Christmas Party will also take place on December 6" from 10AM to 1:00 PM in Hall D. Auxiliary members have
continued to work to make the event both enjoyable and successful for everyone who attends. Their dedication ensures that
the party will be a memorable occasion for children and families in our community.

Christmas Caroling with Ron and Joanne Miller

Caroling will once again happen in December. Our Post Chaplain Ron Miller is working on confirming the date and time so
stay tuned to the Post 225 website or check in-with one of the staff formore details. The date and time will be December 19"
or 20" and he is planning to have a schedule posted.

December Meeting

The members attending in November decided to continue the tradition and have a Potluck / White Elephant Christmas Party
on December 15" at 6PM. Everyone is welcome to bring your favorite dish and a White Elephant. Along with that we are
collecting “New” Bed Sheets which will to “Stand Down” a nonprofit organization that helps our Veterans who are struggling
with the times.

Native American Prayer

May the Sun bring you energy by day, May the Moon softly restore you by night,
May the Rain wash away your worries, May the Breeze blow new strength into your being, and
May you walk gently through the world and know its beauty all the days of your life.

Merry Christmas Everyone,
Cavalene Regan — Unit 225 President



Legion Riders Report

Well Christmas is approaching and New Years are just around the corner, then we can look forward to the shorter days
ending, even though the winter will have it's grip on us for a few months we the Riders will and are still very active.
Maybe sugar plums and dreams of a new motorcycle for Christmas are on you list. You better get it to the big guy at
the North Pole so he can get it delivered for the holiday!

As December is upon us we have our Toys for Tots boxes are out and been gathering the many gifts for the children! We
have our Walmart weekend on Black Friday to stand out and collect the toys and donations. This has been very
successful so we look forward for the opportunity to mingle with the community too!

We have the Children's Christmas Party on December 6th come on out and enjoy playing bingo and having snowball fights

Breakfast with Santa will be at our next monthly breakfast on December 21st! Come on out and make it a great day for
everyone! We can always use everyone help. So put it on your calendar.

Lots of activities are happening at the legion this month watch the website and your newsletter for updates!

Leroy Willis, Post 225 ALR Director

Hello from the SAL

Would like to thank everyone that helped the SAL pull off our first gun bingo and all the donations of gift baskets. We also are very
grateful for all the people who came and played bingo, thank you for your support!

We want to wish everyone a happy Thanksgiving.

Just a quick reminder that the SAL meeting is the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:30
Thank you

Glen Neville SAL Commander

Legion Riders - Toys for Tots Collection & {I} &
Dates: Black Friday (Nov. 28) & Saturday, Nov. 29
Time: 11a - 5p

Location: Forest Lake Walmart

Help the Legion Riders collect toys for kids in need this holiday season. Volunteers are needed to help greet shoppers, collect
donations, and spread cheer for this incredible cause. Contact Leroy Willis for more information: 907-830-0574

If you're available to help with any of these events, as stated even just a few hours makes a huge difference! Feel free to reach out if
you would like more information on any of these great events! Your involvement makes all the difference, and we are grateful for every
bit of help.

Thank you for your continued service and support and stay tuned for more opportunities as we move into the Holiday Season!



Mondays

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

Thursdays

Fridays
Saturdays

Fri December 5

Sat

Fri December 12
December 13

Sat

December 16-19

Fri December 19

Sat
Sun

Wed
Thu

Sat

Sun
Wed

December 6

December 20
December 21

December 24
December 25
Fri December 26
December 27

December 28
December 31

Sunday thra Satunday Happenings

Times and Dates Subject to Change

MUSIC BINGO -

6 PM ‘til ???

Get Ready to Rock, Get Ready to Roll, Get Ready to Yell “Bingo”

Our Dance Place
S.ILN. NIGHT

(Service Industry Night) for people in the “Industry”
Wine Tasting (4 of July Fundraiser) - $6

New Wines Every week, Weekly Wine Prizes
Tuesday Night Market at the Legion

Local Vendors and Handmade Goods,

Food Trucks serving Fresh Eats, Music on the Patio
Cribbage Tourney
S.ILN. NIGHT

(Service Industry Night) for people in the “Industry”
Karaoke with Reina Starr
Karaoke with Reina Starr

Line Dancing Lessons - $5
Open Line Dancing to follow

Ladies Night — Drink Specials

LIVE Entertainment
LIVE Entertainment

5 PM to 9 PM
9 PM to Midnight

6 PM
4 PM - 8:30 PM
5PM -8:30 PM
5:30 PM - Sign Up
9 PM to Midnight

9 PM -12:30 AM
9 PM -12:30 AM

7PM -8:30 PM Hall D
9 PM to Midnight

9 PM -12:30 AM
9 PM -12:30 AM

Special Events at the (Club

Lakeshore Park
LIVE Entertainment - DJ

Hall A

Children’s Christmas Party — Hall D

LIVE MUSIC - Mike LICHEY

LIVE MUSIC - Blind Driver
Cribbage Tournament
LIVE MUSIC - Alex Glauvitz

Forest Lake Chamber Hometown Holiday

Shop 'til You Drop Craft & Bake Sale

4 PM -6:30 PM

8:30 PM - Midnight
9AM -3 PM

10 AM-1PM
8:30 PM - Midnight

8:30 PM - Midnight
2:30 PM - Sign-Up
8:30 PM - Midnight

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

$10 Lunch included
LIVE Entertainment - DJ
LIVE MUSIC - SIX to MIDNIGHT
Legion Riders AYCE Breakfast

CHRISTMAS DAY

LIVE Entertainment - DJ
Cribbage Tournament

LIVE Entertainment - DJ
Legion Post AYCE Breakfast
New Years Eve

LIVE MUSIC - Mike LICHEY

Senior Dance — Chuck Bethke Band

1-5PM

8:30 PM - Midnight
8:30 PM - Midnight
9 AM - Noon

Annual Tom & Jerrys and Peppermint Patties — 1:00 PM — 3:00 PM

8:30 PM — Midnight
2:30 PM - Sign-Up

8:30 PM - Midnight
9 AM - Noon

8:30 PM — Midnight
8:30 PM — Midnight



Wonday th Friday at the Clal

Rush Hour

Happy Hour

10 AM - Noon
3-6PM 1/2 price drinks on Rails and Smirnoff, Absolute,
Captain, Bacardi, Windsor, Cuervo, EJ and select
domestic beers

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Chef’s Choice ALL DAY
BINGO 2 PM

Burger Night — 6 oz burger and fries - $7.99 — ALL DAY
”Our Place Dance” - Special Needs Dance 5PM-9PM

Taco Special — Deep-Fried Tacos $8.99 for 3 — ALL DAY

-- Soft Shell $6.99 — ALL DAY
Taco Salad $10.99 — ALL DAY
Bible Study 8 AM -9 AM
Meat Raffle 5PM
BINGO 6 PM
$.75 Wing Special ALL DAY

Karaoke with Reina Starr 9:00 PM -12:30 AM

$2 Pabst Tallboys ALL DAY

Chefs Choice | ALL DAY

FREE Pool 6 to 11 PM

Ladies Night 9:00 PM - Midnight
Surf and Turf $21.95 (after 5 PM)
Meat Raffle 6 PM

Texas Hold'Em 7 PM

Live Entertainment - DJ 8:30 PM

Brisket Dinner $14.99 (after 5 PM)
Meat Raffle Noon

Live Entertainment - DJ 9 PM

Monthly Meetings:

1st Monday
2nd Monday
2nd Monday
2nd Tuesday
3rd Sunday
3rd Monday
3rd Thursday

5:30 PM House Committee (December 1)

6:00 PM Gambling Committee (December 8)
6:30 PM Executive Board (December 8)

6:30 PM Sons of American Legion (December 9)
after breakfast Legion Riders (December 21)

6:30 PM Membership & Auxiliary (December 15)
1:00 PM 40/8 Cheminot & Promenade (April)



Chaplain’s Report

Is this your first Christmas without your spouse? Widows and widowers please join us at the Legion Conference Room at 3 PM Sunday
afternoon December 21st for a time of fellowship and goodies. In addition, our Christmas carolers will be going to homebounds and
facilities Friday and Saturday evenings Dec 19th & 20th. Call Ron Miller for details 651-464-5549.

Prayers for the families of these veterans:

We did funeral honors for Paul J. Brihn, Army, (age 77), Nov 15th, at Roberts FFH; Edward A. Balfanz, Air Force, (age 94), Nov
18th, MethVen FH; and John D. Wilhelmy, Navy, (age 60), Nov 22, at Roberts FFH.

Passing recently were our members Richard F. Hofstede, Army, (age 80), Nov 20th, Kozlak-Radulovich; and Edward J.
Spanovich, Air Force, (age 87), Dec 5th service, Mattson FH. Also area veterans: Daniel C. Dahlquist, Navy, (age 83) dod Oct
29, Mattson FH; William K. Schmidt, Navy, (age 92), Nov 3rd, Mattson FH; Charles D. Rasmussen, Navy, (age 84), dod Nov 7th,
Mattson FH;  Mark J. Janssen, USMC, (age 57), Nov 15th, Mattson FH; Charles W. Wallin, ARNG, (age 80), Nov 19, Roberts
FFH; and Richard J. Jungwirth, Army, (age 92), Dec 2nd, Mattson FH.

Dwight Dupey is at senior living, 1801 Gervais Ave, Maplewood, MN, Apt 301.

Members at Amira Choice (3rd St): Alan Evgen Apt 109, Art & Joanne Jensen Apt 205, Mrs. Coleman Apt 217, Wiliam Alexander,
Apt 223, Wayne Thole Apt 303, Daryl Voss Apt 312, Richard Doyle Apt 313, and Arthur Erickson, Apt 316.

At the Arbors is Rich Kowarsch Apt 314.
At The Meadows, Wyoming; Dan Jaeb, Apt 305 and Jerry & Darlene Peltier, Condo 211.

Come to a Bible Study of Acts at the Legion on Wednesday mornings from 8 AM to 9 AM with Chaplains Ron M and Jerry Peltier.
Men and women of our Legion families are encouraged to come.

Need a ride to the VA for an appointment? The DAV van is available for appointments scheduled between 9 AM to 1 PM workdays.

Call Gary at: 612-467-2768. They need more drivers. Also available and flexible are Lee Neumann (651) 402-9032 and Carver
Graham (651) 447-3220.

The Post receives many wheelchairs, crutches, canes, bathtub seats, etc. If you or a friend need something, come and receive
one free.

Prayers and concerns especially for all above.

Ron Miller 651-464-5549

There is a Veterans Crisis Line by calling 988, listen to the prompts and then pressing 1.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
HAPPY NEW YEAR



$5$ Veterans

eee CrisisLine
DIAL 988 then PRESS ©

24/7, confidential
crisis support
for Veterans & their loved ones

WWW.VETERANSCRISISLINE.NET
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 225 Non-Profit Org.

355 West Broadway Avenue US. Postage Paid
Forest Lake, MN
Forest Lake, MN 55025 Pormit 67

www.Post225.com
651-464-2600

»  Here’s the truth: dcmocracg isn’t guarantccd. |t’s sustained by Pcoplc —

Pcoplc who care, who quastion, who show up. ?

— Dcmocratfca“g,org

Post 225 Breakfast - 9 AM until noon.
All you can eat for $15, kids 5-10 $8, 4 and under free.
Best in Forest Lake!
Scrambled Eggs, made to order Omelets, Sausage, Bacon, Potatoes, Biscuits and
Gravy, Toast, Fruit, and French Toast ... yum!!

Sponsored by the Legion Riders on the 3rd Sunday of the month and by the Post on
the 4th Sunday of the month. Volunteers serving at both.
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