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Commander’s Comments
February is a month that reminds us of the importance of connection, service, and looking out for one 
another...values that are at the heart of the American Legion.

As Valentine’s Day approaches, I’m reminded that “Where there is love of country, there is love of 
community.” Thank you for continuing to show up, support one another, and give back in ways big and 
small.

With winter still in full swing, please take extra care in the cold weather. Drive safely, dress warmly, and 
check in on fellow members and neighbors when you can. A little kindness goes a long way during 
these colder months.

Important Safety Reminder:
Please be aware of scam emails circulating that ask for money or gift cards. No Executive Board 
member or Legion officer will ever email or message you requesting money or gift cards. If you receive 
a message like this, disregard it immediately!

Looking ahead, we are excited to announce a fun Fourth of July fundraising event planned for March 
21st! In place of our annual Mini Golf Pub Crawl, we’ll be hosting a brand-new “Legion Olympics” event. 
This will be equal parts fun, friendly competition, and community spirit. Stay tuned for more details and 
ways you can help make this event a success.

Mark your calendars for some upcoming favorites:

First Friday Fish Fry – February 20th
This event always draws a large crowd. As always, please be patient, be kind, and stay 
positive as our staff works hard to serve everyone.

Post Breakfast – February 22nd
A great opportunity to enjoy good food and even better company!

Thank you for your continued dedication to our Post and to the mission of the American Legion. Your 
involvement makes all the difference.

See You Tomorrow!

Ashley Venburg-Buschette Post 225 Commander
Forest Lake American Legion Post 225

Fireworks Co-Chair
651-464-2600 (w) | 651-283-2354 (c)

355 West Broadway Ave
Forest Lake MN 55025

Don't count your days - Make your days count
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Forest Lake Unit 225 Auxiliary Highlights

The Forest Lake Unit 225 met on January 19th, 2026, at 6:30pm with 17 members present who braved the frigid temps.

We have our dates for the next shop till you drop and bake sale. December 4th and December 5th, 2026.

Cheri Santanni and Cherie Peterson will be distributing scholarship information to the Forest Lake High School and Chisago Lakes 
High School. Applications must be post marked by March 31st, 2026.

3rd District mid-winter is going to be held on January 24th, 2026, at 9:30am in Lonsdale.

Our unit is hard at work making poppies! Cheri Santanni has made 3700 herself and it is working on another thousand. We will be 
ordering 4 more poppy kits to start getting ready for distribution in May.

The Commander has asked for volunteers for their employee appreciation night on January 26th. The kitchen closes at 5 and needs 
volunteers to serve and clean up. You can reach out to Ashley or sign up at the bar.

Diane and Dorothy are going to be selling children’s hats and scarves at the market on Tuesday. They will be sold for $20 for the set.

Check out mnthunderingthird.org for free dental clinics.

Our next unit meeting will be held on February 16th at 6:30pm. We are always looking for new members! Please join us! 

Cheri Santanni

1st Vice President

______________________________________________
Hello from the Legion Riders

Well it has been a colder than normal month of January but we still had a nice breakfast turnout for January. February breakfast and 
meeting will be on the 15th. 

Our January monthly meeting went well and we are planning to have an American Legion Riders table at the Donnie Smith motorcycle 
show in March. We will need volunteers to help man the table. 

We also are starting to plan a ride to Acadia Wisconsin to the Soldiers Walk memorial in early June. It is a 54-acre park with a 500-
meter path with 29 monuments. We can’t legally road guard in Wisconsin so we will need to be in smaller groups or get in contact with 
the local police for help with traffic control.

We are hoping to get about 100 riders. We are making this a Fund 85 run for raising money. 

We have discovered that the slate of officers for 2026 will remain because the Minnesota ALR state bylaws say elections will be held on 
odd years. 

We are all getting excited for this years upcoming events in the state. Our calendar is filling up fast. So come out and ride with us once 
the snow melts and riding season starts as we know it is only a few months long. 

Leroy
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Sunday thru Saturday Happenings
Times and Dates Subject to Change

Mondays MUSIC BINGO - 6 PM ‘til ??? FREE
Get Ready to Rock, Get Ready to Roll, Get Ready to Yell “Bingo”

Our Dance Place 5 PM to 9 PM
S.I.N. NIGHT  9 PM to Midnight

 (Service Industry Night) for people in the “Industry”
Tuesdays Wine Tasting (4th of July Fundraiser) - $6 5 – 7 PM

New Wines Every week, Weekly Wine Prizes
Cribbage Tourney 5:30 PM – Sign Up
S.I.N. NIGHT  9 PM to Midnight

 (Service Industry Night) for people in the “Industry”
Karaoke with Reina Starr 9 PM – 12:30 AM

Wednesdays Karaoke with Reina Starr 9 PM – 12:30 AM

Thursdays Line Dancing Lessons - $5 7 PM - 8:30 PM Hall D
Open Line Dancing to follow

Ladies Night – Drink Specials 9 PM to Midnight

Fridays LIVE Entertainment   9 PM – 12:30 AM
Saturdays LIVE Entertainment   9 PM – 12:30 AM

Special Events at the Club
Fri February 6 LIVE Entertainment - DJ 8:30 PM - Midnight
Sat February 7 LIVE Entertainment - DJ ` 8:30 PM - Midnight

Sun February 8 SUPER BOWL SUNDAY 5:00 PM
Wristbands and Tailgating
Tons of prizes and fun stuff!!!
Drink Specials All Game

Fri February 13 FL Rangers Lacrosse Bingo 5:00 PM – Doors Open
LIVE Entertainment - DJ 8:30 PM - Midnight

Sat February 14 LIVE Entertainment - DJ ` 8:30 PM - Midnight

Sun February 15  Legion Riders AYCE Breakfast 9 AM – Noon

February 16-20 PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

Fri February 20 Senior Dance – Chuck Bethke Band 1 - 5 PM
$10 Lunch included 

LIVE Entertainment - DJ 8:30 PM – Midnight

Sat February 21 LIVE MUSIC – "Six to Midnight" 8:30 PM - Midnight
Sun February 22 Legion Post AYCE Breakfast 9 AM – Noon

Fri February 27 LIVE Entertainment - DJ 8:30 PM – Midnight
Sat February 28 LIVE MUSIC “Jopnah and the Whales” 8:30 PM – Midnight
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Monday thru Friday at the Club
Rush Hour 10 AM -  Noon

Happy Hour 3 – 6 PM 1/2 price drinks on Rails and Smirnoff, Absolute,
Captain, Bacardi, Windsor, Cuervo, EJ and select 
domestic beers

Weekly Happenings at the Club
    SUNDAY Chef’s Choice ALL DAY

BINGO 2 PM
    
    MONDAY Burger Night – 6 oz burger and fries - $7.99 – ALL DAY

”Our Place Dance” - Special Needs Dance 5 PM – 9 PM
    
    TUESDAY Taco Special – Deep-Fried Tacos $8.99 for 3 – ALL DAY

 -- Soft Shell $6.99 – ALL DAY
Taco Salad $10.99 – ALL DAY

     WEDNESDAY Bible Study 8 AM – 9 AM
Meat Raffle 5 PM
BINGO 6 PM
$.75 Wing Special ALL DAY
Karaoke with Reina Starr 9:00 PM – 12:30 AM

    
    THURSDAY $2 Pabst Tallboys  ALL DAY

Chefs Choice l ALL DAY
 FREE Pool 6 to 11 PM

Ladies Night 9:00 PM – Midnight
    

    FRIDAY Surf and Turf $21.95 (after 5 PM)
Meat Raffle 6 PM
Texas Hold'Em 7 PM
Live Entertainment - DJ 8:30 PM

    SATURDAY Brisket Dinner $14.99 (after 5 PM)
Meat Raffle Noon
Live Entertainment - DJ 9 PM

Monthly Meetings:

1st Monday 5:30 PM House Committee (February 2)
2nd Monday 6:00 PM  Gambling Committee (February 9)
2nd Monday 6:30 PM Executive Board (February 9)
2nd Tuesday 6:30 PM  Sons of American Legion (February 10)
3rd Sunday after breakfast Legion Riders (February 15)
3rd Monday 6:30 PM Membership & Auxiliary (February 16)
3rd Thursday 1:00 PM 40/8 Cheminot & Promenade (April)
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Chaplain’s Report
We recently did funeral honors for members: Ellsworth R. Larson, Army, (age 89), Jan 16th, at Mattson FH; and Wade O. 
Rugroden, SAL & Army, (age 60), 3 PM Feb 7th at the Legion.

Other members passing away were: James F. Stoltzman, Navy, (age 75), dod Jan 20th, Mattson FH and  Mike Loren, USMC, 
(age 90), service TBD.

Passing recently were area veterans:  Donald H. Richardson, Army, (age 93), dod Dec 19th, Roberts FFH;  Donald L. Westman, Army, 
(age 78), dod Dec 19th, Mattson FH;  Joe H. Plantz, Army, (age 28), dod Dec 28th, Roberts FFH;  Timothy M. Bertz, Navy, (age 52), 
Dec 29th, Mattson FH;  John A. Wilberg, Army, (age 94), Jan 2nd, Mattson FH; and Thomas F. Kinley, Army, (age 77), Jan 15th, 
Roberts FFH.
                    
Dwight Dupey is at senior living, 1801 Gervais Ave, Maplewood, MN, Apt 301.

Members at Amira Choice (3rd St): Art & Joanne Jensen Apt 205, Jane Coleman Apt 217, Wayne Thole Apt 303, Daryl Voss Apt 312,
Richard Doyle Apt 313, Arthur Erickson, Apt 316 and Alan Evgen Apt 414 and Jim Holder

At the Arbors is Rich Kowarsch Apt 314.

At The Meadows, (Wyoming) Dan Jaeb, Apt 305 and Jerry & Darlene Peltier, Condo 211.

At Point Pleasant, (Chisago) residents are: Carl Tangen, Apt 302, Chuck Tolefsrud Apt 303, Darlene Dent Apt 307, and Cliff Becker Apt 
314.

Harold & Gloria Tangen are at Ecumen N.Branch Apt 302.

Three VA Medical foster homes are locally available in the Colleen and Gary Orde family (651-464-8674).

Come to a Bible Study of Acts at the Legion on Wednesday mornings from 8 AM to 9 AM with Chaplains Ron M and Jerry Peltier. Men 
and women of our Legion families are encouraged to come.

Need a ride to the VA for an appointment? The DAV van is available for appointments scheduled between 9 AM to 1 PM workdays. Call 
Gary at: 612-467-2768. They need more drivers. Also available and flexible are Lee Neumann (651) 402-9032 and Carver Graham 
(651) 447-3220.

The Post receives many wheelchairs, crutches, canes, bathtub seats, etc. If you or a friend need something, come and receive one 
free.

Prayers and concerns especially for all above.

Ron Miller 651-464-5549

There is a Veterans Crisis Line by calling 988, listen to the prompts and then pressing 1.

______________________________________________
Hello from the SAL

Greetings from the SAL. 
I hope that everyone is staying warm and healthy this Winter season. Not too much going on with the SAL at this time.The next SAL 
meeting will be February 10th, 2026 @ 6:30pm. 

Glen Neville SAL Commander
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Post 225 Breakfast - 9 AM until noon.
 All you can eat for $15, kids 5-10 $8, 4 and under free.  

Best in Forest Lake!    
Scrambled Eggs, made to order Omelets, Sausage, Bacon, Potatoes, Biscuits and 

Gravy, Toast, Fruit, and French Toast … yum!! 

Sponsored by the Legion Riders on the 3rd Sunday of the month and by the Post on 
the 4th Sunday of the month. Volunteers serving at both. 

”Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a broken-winged bird that cannot 
fly.”  

Langston Hughes 

 

6


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

